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Treutien County Schools are Accredited by the 202 Third Street

Southern Association of Colieges and Schoots SOPERTON, GEORGIA 30487

(912) 629-4228

RECEINVER
April 24, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioncr
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

fdear Commissioner Noss:

I am the superintendent from Treutlen'Cbhm)’ Se O K wﬂnﬁ? express my gratitude for the actions

you have taken to ensurc that all schdohdgstnc(é will havc aﬂ' ' déble acpeg to the Information Superhighway.
"‘\}l f‘ N M" Lo

Educators in our system arc very m&efned abbut ptcpam\g thn Wkaforcé bf tomorrow. The

Telecommunications Act and the l’ederat-Stntd .[6mt Boai deci w;ﬁn“ Entee that alf school districts will

have the opportunity to conncet to qie fhtemet‘&nﬂ in o cage, baablo to ne to provide distance-lcarning

opportunities, It is important to bnngr\ihcsd Sefvices dxrecﬂx fb tlm clﬂssroqlp where students learn. Thus, your
inclusion of internal classroom connccuons fm‘ dxscmmts is cl‘ucxa& e

We currently have one dial-in conncuuon ta'the Internqt at two of out throc schools. Needlcss to say, we cannot
mect the needs of all our students with this lmmcd\aceeas These discaunts would allow us to providc the

wonderful resources available on the Information Supcrhxghway to a greater numbers of studonts, a benefit

magnified by our inaccessibility to more traditional resources that are available to schools in more populated
parts of our state.

Our students nced deep discounts for teleconununications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.
Sincercly,

%f«&)d& - |

Gary J. Walden
Superintendent
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MAY 1 1997,
Commissioner Susan Ness Fegari T o i
Fedcral Communications Comumission
1919 M Sureet NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Cammissioner Ness:

W are facuity and staff from BERK }’ ELEMENT, n Maryland. We are writing in

support of the Universal Service discounts for schfz and libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will guaranteed that even
the poorcst schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Intemnet and provide
distancc-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of ail our
schools, and, importantly, the plan will bring scrvices dircetly 1o the classroom where
students lcam. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discount is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforee of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts fur telecommunications services this year. We urge the

FCC 10 fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal services for schools
and librarics.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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STROUDSBURG AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

123 Linden Street
Stroudsburg, Pennsyivania 18360

Telephone 717-421-1990 FAX 717-424-5986
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Honorable Susan Ness

Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

T am a Director of Technology from the Stroudsburg Area School District and I would like to

thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have a affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan
will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

One of the goals of our long range technology plan is to provide students with access to the global
community. Discounts provided by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 will lessen the financial burden
on school districts in providing this most important communications medium.

On behalf of the Stroudsburg Area School District, I wish to thank you for your continued support
in this endeavor.

Sincerely yours, M
Richard W. Clark
Director of Technology

cc: "Patricia Tancredi
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner G . e
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW, Room 832

Washington, D.C. 20554

RR: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

[ am writing to urge you in the strongest possible terms to vote positively for the
federal "E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program, which is coming before the FCC
for a decision in early May.

The obvious, increased need for better technology in our school systems, especially in
terms of basic access to the Internet, is straining local school budgets. We are continually
struggling to find the means to adequately support the onslaught of electronic
communications. The "E-Rate" program could be a partial solution. It would positively
impact thousands of our students in an area where training is now of paramount importance,
if graduates are to compete in an increasingly complex world.

This seems to me a most sensible expenditure of federal funds from a government that
has specifically called for increased communications literacy ir the classroom. Please do all
you can to see that this program is implemented.

Sincerely,

_anel 7\4&*—*—%7 E

Carol Hafvey
President
Board of Education
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RR: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to urge you in the strongest possible terms to vote positively for the
federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program, which is coming before the FCC

for a decision in early May.

The obvious, increased need for better technology in our school systems, especially in
terms of basic access to the Internet, is straining local school budgets. We are continually

struggling to find the means to adequately support the onslaught of electronic
communications. The "E-Rate" program could be a partial solution. It would positively
impact thousands of our students in an area where training is now of paramount importance,

if graduates are to compete in an increasingly complex world.

This seems to me a most sensible expenditure of federal funds from a government that
has specifically called for increased communications literacy in the classroom. Please do all
you can to see that this program is implemented.

Sincerely,

O€eC
Sugerintendent

JKB:sk
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Ontario-Montclair e
School District :Z%:INCENT AVILA
950 West D Street, Ontario, California 91762 * (909) 459-2502, Ext. 4445  FAX (909) 459-2542  FRANK A. COSCA, Ed.D.
Superintendent

April 21, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner MAY 1

Federal Communications Commission Y 1997
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832 Feso e
Washington, D.C. 20554 Sl

Dear Ms. Ness:

It is so very evident in this day and age that telecommunication service is an absolute necessity in the

educational dream of the future. The potential of implementing the Telecommunication Act of 1996
would be significant to our district.

The Ontario-Montclair School District is considered to be an impoverished district and would
therefore, be a considerable benefactor should the Telecommunications Act be approved.

Such passage will allow our young people the opportunity to become appreciably more involved with
the concept in question. It is our thrust to provide as great an exposure as is possible.

Without doubt, any youngster having this opportunity to become familiar with and embrace
telecommunications will be much better prepared to succeed in this era.

Your positive response will be greatly appreciated.

Sincefely,

Rolont fancdy-

Robert Hardy, Clerk ' ‘
Board of Trustees

Learning Today — Leading Tomorrow



Millington Elementary School
172 Sassafras Street’
Milington, MD 21651

Commissioner Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Streset NI

Washington, D.C. 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

The Faculty and staff of Millington Elementary School in Kent County
Maryland would like you to include us as among the supporters of the
Universal Service discounts for schools and libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board. We believe that it is vital to the
future welfare and opportunities of our students that all schools and
libraries have affordable access to the Information Superhighway. Our
students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this

year. We hope that the FCC will fully support the Joint Board's discount
plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,



ANDOD SCHOOL ID:7019684418 APR 25°'87 9:14 No.yur r.os

BOARD OF EDUCATION
James €. Vondal. Presitent
Bruce Olsan, Vice President

James W, Howard, Direcior

Gaylon Sieler, Directer
Gregory £. Westind, Director
Susan Oavis, Business Munagor

Mark M. Lindah, M. &, P
Wayne Denaul, Etem. Py

Cando Public ;S’thualf{bril 25, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness Southern Schaol District No. 8

L 418 2nd Avenue
Commissioner

P.O. Box 489
Federal Communications Commissigdho, North Dakota 58324-0489

1919 M. Strcet, NW Room 832 Lowis A, Gotz, Superintondent
Washington, DC 20554 701-968-4416 Fego s
Fax: 701-068-4418

Re: CC Dockel No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness;

1 am a school secretary from the Cando Public School Dietfict #8, and T would like to

thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal Statc Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity 10 connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The 2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of Internct classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

In Cando, we are in the process of wiring our school for internet access. As you know,
this is a big expenditure for a district with 345 students K-12. The possibilities I sec for
our students with Internet access is endless, but costly, Telecommunication providers
should not capitalize on our schools or our children. Our students need deep discounts for

telecommunications service this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely

Nicole Miller
School Secretary
Cando Public School

(1L . SSUURY"JPY W SN R T



F e R R 7 P S A T S Lt e a7 2 o 2 o T

FROM 84-25-37 11:15AM T0

@RANGEBURG

86312824182821 333 P.272

Administrative Office

‘% o
Z,
o U
v "':‘:(ajj
//
g,é} u
'
April 24, 1997 .
= omppae
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner MAY 11997,

Federal Communications Commission .
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 it i
Washington, DC 20554 ‘ .

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner:;

As the superintendent of Orangeburg Consolidated School District Five. | would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia
will have affordabie access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and will provide
distance-learning opportunities at a discounted rate. The school portion, $ 2.25 billion a
year, will ensure that the needs of our students, and schools are met.

Our district is currently one of the eight pilot sites funded through the South Carolina Two-
Way Video Distance Leaming Project.  This plan would reduce the cost of continuing this

initiative and would also enable us to expand these services and opportunities through the
savings projected.

This plan will enable us to bring those services directly to the classroom and to our
students. Those discounts on inside connections, Internet access, installation and
maintenance are essential as we plan for the upcoming fiscal budget. Your
recommendation is an important part of this process.

Our school district needs these discounts for telecommunications servicas this year. |ask
the FCC to support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service.

Sincerely,

(ool € T |

Walter L. Tobin S
Superintendent
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY SCHOOLS

P.0.BOX 315
TELEPHONE
JIM PAUL POOLE, Ed.D. MOUNT VERNON, GEORGIA 30445-0315 (912) 583-2740 or
SUPERINTENDENT (912) :z;zaso
(812) 583-4822

April 25, 1997

Honorable Busan Ness, Commissioner mESAL L e
Federal Communications Commission '

1919 M Street, NW

Room 844

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commission Ness:

- B ,schools with
economical access@®o the informaijo ’~'”y is great¥y
needed. Our dist:“v%» along w1thﬁ$ , edg cannot ke 2o T
up with the expen i;ﬁ{ ing - ThE hﬁgﬁﬂin technology/ 2T ©

i ' ‘ﬁcmrmﬁote to provide

~ .
insure ’; e
£,

Your vote and port to

Jim Paul Poole, Superintendent
Montgomery County Schools

BOARD MEMBERS:
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BOARD OF EDUCATION
James E. Vondsl, Presidant
Bruce Otsen, Vice President

Jemos W. Howard, Oirector

Gaylon Slgier, Direcior
Gregory €. Wostlind, Dirackr
Susan Davis, Business Manager

Mark M, LindaNl, M, §. 1
Wayne Dengult, Elem. |

Cando Public Schoalapr2s, 1997
Scuthetn Schooi District No. 8

The li9n?rable Susan Ness 418 2nd Avenue =
Commissioner P.O. Box 430 ? o
Federal Communications Comunissi@ndo, Nonh Dakota 58324-0489 RE K52 ,?‘:;)
1919 M. Street, NW Room 832  Lewis A. Getz, Superintandent ECE o TEE

. 7019884416 ’ Co
Washington, DC 20554 Far: 701,98 6418 MY 1 g5 PG
Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 Feds .

G " , - ‘f)
Uktice 5 !

Dear Commission Ness: | T

1 am a business manager from thc Cando Public School District #8, and I would like to

thank you for your dedication in ensuring that alt schools will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Tclecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect 1o the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The 2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of Internct classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

In Cando, we are in the process of wiring our school for internet access. As you know,
this is a big expenditure for a district with 345 students K-12. The possibilities 1 see for
our students with Internet access is endless, but costly, Telecommunication providers
should not capitalize on our schools or our children. Our students need deep discounts for

telecommunications servicc this year. 1 urge the FCC to fully support the Jomt Board‘
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely

Susan Davis
Business Manager
Cando Public School
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8. Marie 8. Martin Curricuium & insiruchion
lThe Honorable Susan Ness, Commizsioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554 foc
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45 Wi

Dear Commissioner Ness:

As superintendent of the Morgan County Schools in Madison. Georxgia, I am
sincerely appreciative of your efforts to see that school districts and
educational groups in our country can afford access to the Internet. We
are considered leaders in the use of technology in the state of Georgia,
and because of our rural location, this is an urgent issue. We do not

have wide area access without long dlstance charges, and that can make
use prohibitive.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Board decision would
make it possible for all school districts to have an opportunity to
connect our students in the classroom to the Internet. The educational
cpportunities of such a move are astounding. This move is essential to
bring our schools teo the high level of expectations placed on them by
the public in a technology-laden work world.

We are in the process of installing a wide-area network among 2ll our
schools and the local library. These discounts would make educational
use of the Internet available directly to our classrooms and to the
general public who use our library in an affordable manner.

Without serious discounts, we will have to limit use of this incredible
resource. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board’'s dlscount

plan for universal service for schools. Thank you for your '
consideration.

Sincerely,

QLzein ¥ At

Patricia W. Stokes
Superintendent



“Uplifting Education”

Robert Shannon
Superintendent

Randall Watson
Asst. Superintendent
for Instruction

Perry McCabe
Asst. Superintendent
for Business

John Black
Director of
Special Education

An Equal
Employment/Educational

McPherson Unified School District 418

514 North Mair
McPherson, Kansas 6746(
{316) 241-940(

April 22, 1997
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission MAY {
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832 ) 1997,

Washington, DC 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

On behalf of the Board of Education of McPherson USD 418, | would like to thank you fol

your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom

connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force ¢
tomorrow.

McPherson USD 418 has a plan for connecting all classrooms, labs, and offices to the
Internet through our local cable television (Multimedia Cablevision) in conjunction
with Southwestern Bell and an internet service provider. However, such services are
very expensive and the ability to maintain them in the face of other needs is often
difficult. Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year.
On behalf of the Board of Education of McPherson USD 418, | urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries

a////,z\

Dr. Perry cCabe, Assistant Supenntendent
for Business

McPherson USD 418

514 North Main

McPherson, Kansas 67460

Thank you.

TSR
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Centraﬂ Community Unit District INo. 4

Serving the Communities of Ashkum, Chebanse and Clifton, lllinois

Richard Bukowski, £d. D. Jerome Pankey

Superintendent of Schools Principal, Ceniral High School

155 E. Fourth Ave., Box 637 : 3100 N. Central High School Road
Clifton, IL 60927 Clifton, IL 60927

Phone 815-694-2231 ' Phone 815-694-2321

April 18, 1997

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844 | L gy
Washington, DC 20554 o

Dear Commissioner Ness:

As an administrator, [ am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for schools and libraries as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last November. In

advance, I thank you for your dedication in ensuring that schools and libraries will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Recommended Rules allow schools and libraries significant discounts for the telecommunications and
critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of our schools are connected to the

Internet, and other on-line resources, that are critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information-
~ driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that Schools and
Libraries would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant discounts on
telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the
needs of poorer schools that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. We
emphasize that the inclusion of inside classroom connections for discounts is vital. Also, by allowing that the

inclusion telco and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recogmzed the need
for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the State. '

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our schools and libraries--and, ultimately--for us all,

as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to call if we can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,
Dr. Richard Bukowski
Superintendent

(- ek s el
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Richard Bukowski, Ed. D.

Jerome Panke
Superintendent of Schools

;ﬁf Principal, Central High Schoc
155 E. Fourth Ave., Box 637 _ ECE “@ {,;_100 N. Central High School Roa:
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Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

As a teacher, I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for schools and libraries as envisioned
by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last November. In advance, 1 thank

you for your dedication in ensuring that schools and libraries will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Recommended Rules allow schools and libraries significant discounts for the telecommunications and
critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all of our schools are connected to the

Internet, and other on-line resources, that are critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information-
* driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that Schools and
Libraries would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant discounts on
telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately recognized the
needs of poorer schools that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. We
emphasize that the inclusion of inside classroom connections for discounts is vital. Also, by allowing that the
inclusion telco and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the ne
for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the State. )

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our schools and libraries--and, ultimately--for us all,

as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to call if we can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

e Rt /2&’6/:&?/
W | p oy e 0 Q‘] 1y
Richard Weakley » ¥ ", e
Technology Coordinator " N A0
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MOSHANNON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
RR. 4  BOX 344 :
HOUTZDALE, PENNSYLVANIA 16651

JAMES J, LEBDA, £d.D. »
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS MARSHALL J, WAGNER
JAMES DUGAN

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
BOARD SECRETARY-BUSINESS MANAGER TH?&\?ESN&';:‘:??CE:&
April 22, 1997
Federal Communication Commission ~E
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844 My 1
Washington, D.C. 20554 Fog, 199 7

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing in reference to the FCC Federal State Joint Boards recommendation to provide

important discounts to educational institutions for-all telecommunications connections within the
classrooms of our schools.

As Superintendent of the Moshannon Valley School District, I can assure you that we are
committed to providing our students with every possible opportunity to benefit from recent and
ongoing technological developments. However, as a rural school district in an economically
impoverished area, we simply cannot afford costs associated with the expansion of such
opportunities to all of our students. The discounts offered in the Joint Boards recommendations

are essential to our efforts to provide rural students with the same equal opportunity as that
available in wealthier school districts.

I encourage you to support the Joint Boards recommendation and provide schools like
Moshannon Valley with much needed discounts for services and/or internal connections essential
to continued growth and expansion of these wonderful technological opportunities.

Thank you for considering my views. '

Sincerely, 3

OSHAN’?)%VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
v . ) ]

i

James J. Lebda, E4.D.
Superintendent




April 23, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC DocketvNo. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

e 1 ey i

MAY 1 19%;

c%chool ngct

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Administrative Office

366 South Market Avenue

Mount Joy, PA 175622700

717 653-1447 « Fax 717 853-408¢

I am the Business Manager of the Donegal School District, and I would hke to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

As the Business Manager of the district, I am a part of our organization's attempts to maintain a |
balanced budget that does not burden the local taxpayers whﬂe delivering a quality educational

service to the local community.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and
importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. Thls plan is essentiai for

preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The discounts that we would rec_:eive would enable us to provide Internet access to all our students
and members of our educational community. These discounts would also allow us to divert our
diminishing monetary resources to the attention of our facilities and infrastructure that house our

students and equipment.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

T R 2 a4
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Harmony Union School Dlstnct

P.O. Box 279
4008 Bohemian Highway
Occidental, Califomia 95465
(707) 823-6220
Fax (707) 823-8224
Superintendent/Principal
Harmony Elementary School
Rick Brewer
April 22, 1997 Principal
‘ ' [iicgeeme o Salmon Creek Middle School
e e Lauren Leach
Sus:rnal Ngss, Commissionér
Fed ommunications Commission Business Manager
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832 MAY T 1997 Reginaa’éﬁvi
Washington, D.C. 20554 .
SN Board of Trustees
Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 v John Daly
L. Victoria Johnston
Dear Commissioner Ness: Cindy Madill
Bruce McCann
I am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Mary Szecsey
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from Harmony Union School
District, and I would like to express my strong support for this program and the
proposed regulations governing its implementation.
The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the
greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan
is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of
discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this
program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.
The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you
and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint
Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.
' m
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. =
™~a
Sincerely, B
Cindy i S EIP
Board President ~

Harmony Elementary School » P.O. Box 279 « 4008 Bohemian Highway » Occidental, California 95465  (707) 823-6133 or 874-3627
Salmon Creek Middle School » 1935 Bohemian Highway » Occidental, California 95465 « (707) 874-1205
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner Member

Federal Communications Commission
1919 “M” Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

[ER A

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal “E-Rate” Telecommunications Discount Program.
As the Superintendent of Schools of the El Segundo Unified School District, I would like to

express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and, more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to
the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor
should the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this
program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this vear. I urge you and the other FCC
Commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the

proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schooliand
libraries. 4

L}
-

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

31503y

Sincerely yours,

> o

William N. Manahan, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools
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The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:
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| am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and | would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access

to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the

internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections

for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support

computer networking. We will start with the phone conipany’s Education First ISDN

lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the

County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the

schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy

workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. | urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools and

libraries.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Y ldaw Bre

Vidda Brough, Principal
Burnett Elementary School
5403 W. 138" Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250
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The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and | would like

to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schoois will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students leam. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
buiit. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company’s Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation

costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. | urge the

FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

] -
4

Thank you. ;‘?’
~

Singgrely, e
Lt =
e ~

bbie Loob, Principal w
Dana Middle School i

13500 Aviation Blvd.

Hawthorne, CA 90250
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The Honorable Susan Ness F M“Q*‘
Commissioner o
Federal Communications Commission May 1
1819 M Street, NW, Room 832

Washingten, DC 20554 e
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and | would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company’s Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommun.ications services this year. | urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universai service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cabrillo Elementary School
5309 W. 135" Street

Tom
=
Jane Comitz, Principal ~
=
n
Hawthorne, CA 90250 r
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The Honorable Susan Ness

Commissioner Nﬁf’"“ o
Federal Communications Commission | Rt
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832 My

Washington, DC 20554
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45
Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and | would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat § wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company’s Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of witing, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommun'ications services this year. | urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries. . )

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Helen Bell

Principal, Anza Elementary School
5234 W. 120" Street

Hawthorne, CA 90250
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P.0. Box 280 20 5th Aveus ® Turtle Lake, North Dakota 58575 » (701)448-2331

COMMUNITY
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

SENT BY FAX: 202-418-2100

April 29, 1997

Conunissioner Susan Ness

Feduia] Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Suite 832
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Ness:

T am writing in regards to the FCC’s upcoming vote concerning the “universal policy” on the Telecommunications
Act of 1996, Community Memorial Hospital has hiad a Tclemedicine Program in place for nearly 2 years with St.
Alexius Medical Center (ocated in Bismarck, NI which is approximately 60 miles from our local community of
Turtle L.ake. Qur present costs for Telemedicine lines arc $1,100 monthly 10 maintain this service to our local
patients. Our facility wants to maintain quality medical scrvices to our local communities.

Telemedicine is a vital 100l in making vital patient asscssments, physician education, and referral patierns through
rural hospitals. We wish to continue those services to our patients. However, it the cost to provide the Telciuedicine
programs 10 8 rural ared continue to be this cxpensive, there is little if any benefit to the rural hospitals (o continue
these services. All we ask is to be on an cven playing field with the urban communities.

I encoursge you to support subsidies to the rural hospitals schools, and libraries and make our country more
“communication fricndly” as you vote on the “universal service™ policy on the Tclecommunications Act of 1996,

Thank you for your support!
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Genwal Acute Care « Emergency Services « Extandad Care » Chnic Services

St. Alexius Medictl Cetiler



NEW CASTLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
420 Fern Street
New Castle, PA 16101-2640

Telephone: (412) 656-4771
Fax (412) 656-4786

Marie L. Pisano

Joseph A. Martin, Jr.
Board Secretary-Business Manager Superintendent of Schools

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
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RE: Q@ Docket N0 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness: :

| am a Board Member from the New Castle Area School District in Pennsylvania and | would like

to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students

learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

With this discount, we would be able to purchase new adoptions of textbooks which have
repeatedly been cut from our local budget. Western Pennsylvania has been extremely hard hit

and our school has lost $13,000,000 of tax base in the last ten years and we rank ninth in the
Commonwealith for local tax effort.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. | urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools+and libraries.

Thank you.
rely, l‘

Tl Wil

Mr. Paul Malley
Board Member

U

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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